
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What decade of life are you in – 30s? 40s? 50s? 60s?  40s 

What do you consider your home country and if this is 
different from your nationality, why?  English. (Half Austrian 
and a quarter Scottish if we’re being picky though ;)  
 
When did you start sailing? Who got you interested in 

sailing? I started sailing when I was about 3 with my dad. 

I’ve always been Ship’s Cook and general crew.  When he 

became ill in the mid 1990s he sold his Westerly Longbow 

and bought a river boat. For years we had fun trogging up 

and down the Fenland waterways. After he died, I moved 

away, and sold the river boat. THEN a friend started me on 

SOL and I kind of got to thinking ‘Why did I stop sailing?’ 

The obvious answer was that I didn’t have a boat any more 

… so – thanks to SOL – I started sailing again with some 

SOLers and then a few months later I bought my beloved 

Twister, Florence :) 

  

 

 

Sophie / CG 

Did you know any of Jubilant’s crewmembers before sailing on Sailonline?  No!!! Although I probably hold the record 

for meeting the most SOLers in real life :)  I do think I’ve made some lifelong friends though THROUGH SOL and the 

JFC :) 

Do you have any bad habits you think might irritate other crew members on board? Describe one. Oooooh!!!!  

There’s a question!  I sing. Badly. Some of the crew may have witnessed this. It’s especially bad after a few beers … 

… and I might nag a bit but I’m female and that’s my job :) and I only nag about things like making sure the crew 

are all hydrated and well fed etc :) NEVER about leaving the toilet seat down ;) (looks shifty) 

What is the daftest thing you have done, on purpose or unintentionally, while sailing in reality? Oh, the list is 

endless!!!  Jumping off my dad’s Alacrity 22 on the Hard at Brightlingsea, only to find it wasn’t hard but 6ft of mud. 

I vanished! I remember hearing the PLOP!!    Taking the short cut across the rill at Benfleet Creek and realising it 

wasn’t a short cut… Up to my neck in mud again.  Not noticing when my dad had clipped the main halyard on to 

the back of my harness and the swine hoisted me up the mast and left me there for half an hour!  More recently 

…. Going out for a sail and being unable to hoist any sails as I still had my bike tied to the boom …   and of course 

sailing down the Tamar wearing my tiger onezie and the river police coming alongside and asking if I had a licence 

to carry dangerous animals :) 

Did you ever have sailing ambitions? If so, have you achieved them?  What is left to do?  I always wanted to sail the 

Atlantic….  We’ll see …  The Fastnet is something I never even considered!! Still can’t believe it really!  

What were the first words your family/close friends said when you announced your intended participation in the 

Fastnet Race with a crew of sailors met online?  Friends were blown away!!! Family are not that close and don’t sail 

so they didn’t know what I meant anyway…. 

What is your role on Jubilant?  What qualifies you for that position? (ie, sailing or other experience)   My role! Cook! 

And I will say (blowing my own trumpet) that I do it well :) To me, it’s easy and really important that people eat 

well and that the food is good and hot and yummy – it keeps morale up :) Even if the crew didn’t notice, on the 

Cervantes race they ALL had their five a day :)  I’m planning the menu for the Myth of Malham race at the 

moment.  I’m also the first aider on Jubilant and recently completed the required RYA course.  Hopefully no-one is 

going to need my skills, but as I mentioned earlier (the bit about nagging!) it’s not just illness – crew welfare is part 

of it too :) 

In one sentence (not long) what message do you have for SOLers and others following along on this amazing 

adventure:   THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT AND LOVE AND STUFF AND KEEP SPREADING THE WORD AS SOON 

WE’LL BE SETTING UP THE JUST GIVING PAGE AND WE WANT TO RAISE LOADS OF DOSH FOR CHARITY!!!!  

 

 


